MHNiQRANIXJM FOR; Deputy Director for Plans 

t SUBJECT : Proposed Discussion of Forik HEINE Case with Sir Richard 

White 


1. In our continuing review of pertinent file and documentary materia 

on Eorik HEINE wt* nave found that an individual who may b© ah le to. provide. 

significant infonimtioa is Colonel Alfons RETAKE, former CoMiwmding Officer 

of tJio Estonian Legion wlio was used by MI -6 as Principle Agnnt for British- 

• >»' . - 

supported black operations into Estonia shortly after World War II. An im- 
portant support element of the MI-6 operations was a jjararailitary resistance 
group known as the Forest Brothers, whose members lived in bunkers in the 
woods and engaged in guerrilla operations against Soviet security organs. 


Wh&le initially the group was composed of loyal, if somewhat fanatical, 
Estonians at a very early stage, probably shortly after World War II, the 
group came under Soviet control, Eerik MEINE claims to have served with 
one of tiie Forest Brothers bands Cror.i 1946 to MiDX 1950. 

2. Colonel REIUNT, was an Estonian a nav officer i_n the 1930*5, went 
into hiding when the Soviets first occupied Estonia, and tfX enlisted with 


the German Army during the subsequent German occupation. He saw service 
against the Soviet Army on the Eastern Front, was decorated by the Germans, 
given command of a Regi:nent of the 2uth Estonian Division in combat against 
the advancing Soviet Army, and ax the one of the war sewed briefly as Divi- 
sion Commander when tne Division broke up ir. Czechoslovakia. hhi-ANF settled 


in England after tnc war but is believed now to reside i 
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t ions' for a lecture tour in 1962 and again in 1964, LXiring 111 his 

first visit ho met 'HEINE and reported 1/ disbelieved HT: I NF. f $ version of his 
biography. RERANE's opinion at that time was given sore* weight by • 

Estonian emigres in the Ifni tod States. In light of REIiANE's service for. 

MI-0 and his undoubted knowledge of the Estonian partisan movement after 

/ 

World War IT, his remarks assume considerable significance. 
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4. We propose to approach MI-6 tiirougij^ with the request 

that they arrange for an Aponcy officer to discuss the HEINE case with Colonel 
REhANT*. ] believe it would be useful to mention this briefly to Sir Richard 
during his current visit. 
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J . ‘* 1. It ip proposed' be ruui* vith fcI-6 to intorvit* 

.iolooel llfode RKBAN1, ^ Cv»*iwhiin./ Officer of tns fcrfV.ro a- 
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jUgioo. wno wti UMd «•'* P ri nc ip al Agotrfr by 'tJ-C vt.efi it mu rutudot HEDtCI^ty;:* 
£2U U*jfc» >-. 1 • 

Jr, to uvl out of tho thr** i*H4« m«ft>Iic4. Xn irparUmt support element ofc’.th* 

v ■' . r? ■ ■■-■■, 

#C-6 operations wop * paranidlitAry resistance you;. ’cwc: as cW /crest .brothel *• 
Its nenlver* lirsd in bwitert in th a woods a-vi onsagod in sabotage, ^druer--*:** 


subversive Activities directed against the Soviets vr-c .vcci^ioii t 
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•M4.it j ni tl a 1 ly the group vis composed of wy^l, if ju*&v»at fa: .. V. cal, ErViatil •',. 
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tat a very early stage, pro^bly* shortly* afkr •forlc Var II, toe group cit^e urjc*.r 
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' 2* ft ii UUmd t^ti CcloncI RKBAtfE can provide thin Iger Kgrwiib 
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*vilmhle information on. fiferlcb HtMK who overtly stated -and -'-testified under • o«Ui 
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f during the . deposition ccpdttrWd Jurl RUS'e lawyers , that he « scaped, fro®*** 
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* Soviet prieoo canp la l$Ij6/\Jjplad4 the Forest Brut;*re, ii4*paj^cipated 4n t-aeir : 
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* activities until, he ms aged*': «rt«» ted by The Soviets in 1950«r 

I I *■ ; 

* 3# lCpordtn£ t6 infon&ition obtained by the irrrstrti gators used by Jsiri 
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; RAUS*s lavyers. Colonel RSBJLfiE was in the United States and Canada in Septeaovr 1961 
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idvo-JU* ubicii tine ho «tt«adad »«$'«**}. aaigre social gatnurlnga at which Sorich 
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J KKUS ms eiao prertat. 15BABS i»'^uoto<J as .uvIxl^ said "Oils har. .;^D2; 1« dirty”. 
•Tha naoark could bo slsply **crib^4 jf typical o.oi^'re poaalp 'cut it a»»ub»s 

' subatantlall}' wore dgniflcente iahen v* / a.^nst Vcr.c’^ri inteili;vjic*' 

'? activities 

?■ There le no lr^feioation t:\at KSd*JCt *-as beer, identified lirootly U' 

this Igency alJ^being. in their &n^.>Icy* , licvsver, op-ore uIQl'mI ttvelc- yy^tc vhich 
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